Past imperfect (or descriptive past) tense.

Past imperfect (or descriptive past) tense. 3aMmoHM rysalwTam xMKonarn

Whereas the simple past tense communicates a single action in the past that is finished, the
past imperfect tense is used to describe repitition or a continuous action in the past.

Compare

Simple past: | read a book.

Past imperfect: | used to read books.

Simple past: | went to your house yesterday.

Past imperfect:

When | was little | would play at your house.

The past imperfect is formed by adding the prefix me- to the simple past.

MeKapaam | used to do MeKapaem we used to do
MeKapam you used to do MeKapaes, you used to do
MeKapa, he/she used to do MeKapaaHg, they used to do

The above chart could be translated “used to do”, “would do” or “did” depending on the
context. The negative is formed by adding the prefex Ha-.

Examples:

MaH gap CamapKaHg, 3MHAArin mekapgam.

| used to live in Samarkand. or | lived in
Samarkand.

Mo 6a makTab mepadrem.

We used to go to school.

LLlymo aap maktabu aax gapc megopaep,?

Did you used to teach at school number 107?

Mapagym 6a Hasgu y meomagaHay Tabmup,
mernpudraHa,.

Men would come to him and would be
baptized.

fAxé oHxopo fap fapén YpayH Tabmupg,
mepoa,.

John would baptize them in the river Jordan.

MNco 6a oHXO Kasomu Xyaopo TabAum MenoAa.

Jesus would teach them the Word of God.

CTyZeHTX0 a3 Mya//IMM MenypcuaaHa,.

The students would ask the teacher.

Mew a3 PeBontouman OKTAGp KoprapoH pyse
AyBO34ax-4yopax coaT Kop MmeKapAaaHA,.

Before the October Revolution workers would
work twelve to fourteen hours a day.

Magapam Aap 3aBOA KOpP MeKapa,

My father used to work at a factory.

OHX0 Xamella KUTO6 mexoHAaHA.

They always read books.

OH BaKT MaH Aap MHCTUTYT MEXOHAaM.

At that time | studied at the institute.

Xap py3 6apou y rasetan HaB meoBapgam.

Every day | would bring him a new newspaper.

bowaHaaroHn UH Ay XoHa Aap anému
TOOUCTOH WaboHa Aap OH 4O MEeHMULIACTaHA,

The inhabitants of these two homes would sit
there in the summer evenings.
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Ownas a3 ger 6a Tabakxo owu Nanas Kawmga
meAo4 Ba 4aBOHOH OH Tabakxopo bypaa ba
newm MexMoHOH Mery3oLwTaHa, Ba Tabakxou
XONULWYyAapo oBapaa 6a ownas meaoAaHa,

The cook would serve and give the plates of
pillau from the big pot and the youth would
take the plates and put them in front of the
guests and bring the empty plates to the cook.

MaH xap Wwab makTy6 meHaBuwITaMm.

| used to write a letter every evening.

CyBOpOB BaTaHM Xy4po xene gycr meaoLuT.

Suvorov loved his country very much.

Y pap acpu XVIIl sSuHparoHin mekapa.

He lived in the 18" century.

Bait mery¢T: “AywmaHpo 60 maxopat 3aaaH
AapKop acT, Ha 60 cepluymopin”.

He used to say: “You need to hit your enemies
with skill, not with a huge amount (of
people)”.

[lyxTapoH cypya, XOHAa NaxTa MeYUHAAHA,

The girls would sing and pick cotton.

The past imperfect cannot be used to refer to a definite time in the past, but instead must refer
to a period of time within which the action used to occur. For example, in English we cannot
say, “Yesterday | used to go to your house.” We would say, “Yesterday | went to your house.”

(simple past)

The past imperfect cannot be used for a definite period of time. If a definite period of time is
indicated, the simple past must be used. See these examples:

Mo ce con gap Y36eKMCTOH 3MHAAri Kapaem.

We lived three years in Uzbekistan. (simple
past)

Mo gap Y36eKUCTOH 3uHgarin meKapgem.

We used to live in Uzbekistan. (past imperfect)

XadTau rysawta maH 6a Hauynb maktyb
HaBMLUTaM.

Last week | wrote a letter to Najib. (simple
past)

BakTe maH aap WcHaHuAa 6yaam, 6a Haymb
6MCép MaKTyb6 meHaBULITAM.

When | wass in Spain, | wrote lots of letters to
Najib. (past imperfect)
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The past imperfect tense is also used to express an unreal action (i.e. an unrealized desire,

condition, or possibility). See these examples:

Arap 6a kuTob6xoHa mepadTam, 6apou xya,
KUTO6 mernpudram.

If | would have gone to the library, | would
have taken a book for myself

Arap 6a ponbuH mepadr, 6e gopyto Aaso
Tabobart mekapga,

If he had gone to a fortune teller, he would
have been treated without medicine.

Arap KuTobalpo meoBapa, xaMmpox Basndam
XOHarnpo UYypo MeKapaem.

If he had brought his book, we would have
done the homework together.

Arap maH ayxtyp mebyaam, LapMOHXOHau
XYCYC/ MeKylogam.

If I had been a doctor, | would have opened a
private clinic.

Arap Ty gap oH 4o mebyan, xama Kop xyb
mewya,.

If you had been there, everything (all the
work) would have been good.

Arap 6a xoHa mepacua, 6a maH 3aHr me3aga,

If he had arrived home, he would have called
me.

Arap y XoxuL meaoLT, Xampoxn mo b6a Teatp
mepadr.

If he had wanted, he would have gone with us
to the theatre.

The past imperfect tense is also used to express desirability, only in combination with the word

Kowkw (if only, | wish).

Kowkn mepgoHnUcTam.

If only | knew. or | wish | knew.

KoWKKN aMpy3 XaMuH Xxen meluya,

If only yesterday had been like this.

KowkKn y meomag,

If only he had come. or | wish he had come

KowkKn ypo Hameanaam.

If only | hadn’t seen him

Kowkun 6a Baih MakTyb meHaBULWITaM.

| wish | would have written him a letter.
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Boap, is followed by the past imperfect tense of a verb to indicate that the subject was
obligated to perform an action in the past. This construction is best translated as “had to,
should have”. The negative is formed by adding Ha- to the verb or to 60aa,.

MaH 6osg, ... mekapgam | | had to do

Mo 6oag, ... MeKapaem we had to do

Ty 6014, ... mekapam you had to do

Lymo 6oag ... meKkapaes | you hadtodo

Bali 6oag ... meKapa, he/she had to do

OHxo0 6osg, ... mekapaaHg | they had to do

Examples:

OHxo 6054 6a AywaHbe mepadTaHg,.

They had to go to Dushanbe.

Ty 6084 Aap OH 4O HAMEMOHAM.

You didn’t have to stay there.

Ty pap oH 4o Habosa MemMoHAM.

You shouldn’t have stayed there.

Wosg is followed by the past imperfect tense of a verb to indicate that the subject had the
possibility of performing an action in the past (perhaps | would have gone).

MaH wosg, ... | might have done Mo wosnAg ... mekapaem | we might have
MeKapgam done
Ty woAag ... meKapan | you might have done | LUymo wosg, ... you might have
MeKapaen, done
Bali wosg, ... mekapg, | he/she might have OHx0 woAg, ... they might have
done MeKapaaHg, done

Examples:

ba yoAw Ty Wwosag naFMOoH mMexypa.

You should have eaten laghman instead.

MaH wosag 6a AywaHbe HamepadTam.

Perhaps | shouldn’t have gone to Dushanbe.

Some examples and explanations were taken from these sources:

3ab6oHu ToyuKin, C. Ap3ymaHoB

The Official Beginners’ Guide to Tajiki, Dr. Azim Baizoyev
Tajiki Textbook and Reader, Michael Craig Hillmann
Tajiki, An Elementary Textbook, Nasrullo Khojayori

EnnowTxo, C. AliHi
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